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5  ARIA is an unambiguously geographical approach to defining remoteness which is used 
nationally. 
6	
  	
   The	
  Index	
  of	
  Community	
  Socio-­‐Educational	
  Advantage	
  (ICSEA)	
  is	
  a	
  measure	
  that	
  enables	
  meaningful	
  
comparisons	
  to	
  be	
  made	
  across	
  schools.	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  developed	
  specifically	
  for	
  the	
  My	
  School	
  website	
  and	
  
measures	
  key	
  factors	
  that	
  correlate	
  with	
  educational	
  outcomes.	
  ICSEA	
  uses	
  Australian	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Statistics	
  
(ABS)	
  and	
  school	
  data	
  to	
  create	
  an	
  index	
  that	
  best	
  predicts	
  performance	
  on	
  NAPLAN	
  tests.	
  The	
  variables	
  that	
  
make	
  up	
  ICSEA	
  include	
  socioeconomic	
  characteristics	
  of	
  the	
  small	
  areas	
  where	
  students	
  live	
  (in	
  this	
  case	
  an	
  
ABS	
  census	
  collection	
  district	
  of	
  about	
  200	
  houses),	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  whether	
  a	
  school	
  is	
  in	
  a	
  regional	
  or	
  remote	
  
area,	
  and	
  the	
  proportion	
  of	
  Aboriginal	
  students	
  enrolled	
  at	
  the	
  school.	
  School	
  ICSEA	
  values	
  are	
  constructed	
  
from	
  SES	
  data	
  obtained	
  by	
  matching	
  enrolled	
  student	
  addresses	
  to	
  the	
  census	
  collection	
  districts	
  (CCD)	
  in	
  
which	
  they	
  are	
  located,	
  and	
  then	
  allocating	
  the	
  census	
  district	
  values	
  to	
  the	
  addresses	
  (see	
  MySchool,	
  2014).	
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4.2	
  DEECD	
  surveys	
  
Each	
  year	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  and	
  Early	
  Childhood	
  Development	
  conducts	
  annual	
  surveys	
  
of	
  the	
  opinions	
  of	
  teachers	
  and	
  parents	
  and	
  the	
  attitudes	
  to	
  school	
  of	
  students	
  in	
  each	
  Government	
  
school.	
  
As	
  this	
  study	
  administered	
  its	
  own	
  surveys	
  of	
  teachers	
  and	
  students	
  to	
  provide	
  insight	
  into	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  
aspects	
  of	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  PYP	
  on	
  student	
  outcomes,	
  pedagogical	
  practices	
  
and	
  school	
  culture	
  and	
  climate	
  the	
  only	
  DEECD	
  survey	
  included	
  in	
  this	
  analysis	
  was	
  the	
  Parent	
  
Opinion	
  Survey	
  as	
  this	
  provided	
  an	
  insight	
  into	
  parents’	
  perceptions	
  of	
  the	
  case	
  study	
  schools.	
  
The	
  DEECD	
  Parent	
  Opinion	
  Survey	
  seeks	
  responses	
  from	
  a	
  sample	
  of	
  parents	
  in	
  each	
  school	
  to	
  Likert	
  
scaled	
  items	
  (strongly	
  agree	
  –	
  strongly	
  disagree)	
  regarding	
  three	
  main	
  aspects	
  of	
  their	
  child’s	
  school:	
  
school	
  climate,	
  student	
  behavior	
  and	
  student	
  engagement.	
  Within	
  each	
  of	
  these	
  constructs	
  there	
  are	
  
subcategories	
  as	
  follows:	
  
School	
  climate:	
  school	
  improvement,	
  approachability,	
  teacher	
  morale,	
  parent	
  input,	
  
stimulating	
  learning,	
  behavior	
  management,	
  reporting,	
  learning	
  focus,	
  transitions,	
  extra-­‐
curricula,	
  homework	
  and	
  general	
  satisfaction	
  
Student	
  behavior:	
  student	
  safety	
  and	
  classroom	
  behavior	
  
Student	
  engagement:	
  connectedness	
  to	
  peers,	
  student	
  motivation,	
  social	
  skills	
  and	
  school	
  
connectedness.	
  
The	
  2013	
  DEECD	
  Parent	
  Opinion	
  Surveys	
  from	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  case	
  study	
  schools	
  were	
  made	
  available	
  by	
  
the	
  schools	
  and	
  the	
  results	
  from	
  these	
  surveys	
  are	
  discussed	
  in	
  Section	
  10.	
  
4.3	
  RMIT	
  surveys	
  for	
  principals,	
  teachers	
  and	
  students	
  
To	
  complement	
  and	
  extend	
  the	
  NAPLAN	
  results,	
  the	
  RMIT	
  team	
  developed	
  a	
  principal,	
  teacher	
  and	
  
student	
  (Grades	
  5	
  and	
  6)	
  survey	
  to	
  collect	
  perceptions	
  about	
  the	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  PYP	
  is	
  impacting	
  on:	
  
student	
  achievement;	
  student	
  motivation;	
  perceptions	
  of	
  teacher	
  effectiveness;	
  school	
  
connectedness;	
  teacher	
  pedagogical	
  beliefs	
  and	
  practices;	
  teacher	
  efficacy	
  and	
  engagement;	
  and	
  
school	
  culture	
  and	
  climate	
  (see	
  Appendixes	
  A-­‐C).	
  All	
  of	
  the	
  surveys	
  asked	
  a	
  mixture	
  of	
  closed	
  and	
  
open	
  questions.	
  Each	
  of	
  the	
  surveys	
  was	
  made	
  available	
  online	
  to	
  facilitate	
  access	
  by	
  participants	
  and	
  
analysis	
  of	
  responses.	
  
The	
  principal	
  and	
  teacher	
  surveys	
  were	
  designed	
  to	
  explore	
  participants’	
  opinions	
  of	
  student	
  
academic	
  and	
  non-­‐academic	
  outcomes,	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  implementing	
  the	
  PYP	
  on	
  the	
  school,	
  what	
  
influenced	
  schools	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  PYP	
  and	
  the	
  ways	
  schools	
  are	
  responding	
  to	
  AusVELS.	
  	
  
The	
  principal	
  survey	
  (see	
  Appendix	
  A)	
  also	
  asked	
  for	
  background	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  school	
  
population	
  and	
  number	
  of	
  classes	
  at	
  each	
  level,	
  when	
  and	
  who	
  made	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  the	
  
PYP,	
  the	
  factors,	
  goals	
  and	
  motives	
  that	
  influenced	
  the	
  school	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  PYP,	
  the	
  extent	
  to	
  
which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  impacts	
  on	
  students'	
  perception	
  of	
  teacher	
  effectiveness,	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  
unexpected	
  outcomes	
  associated	
  with	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  implementation.	
  The	
  teacher	
  survey	
  (see	
  Appendix	
  B)	
  
asked	
  for	
  information	
  about	
  when	
  they	
  started	
  teaching	
  the	
  PYP,	
  whether	
  they	
  were	
  at	
  the	
  school	
  
when	
  the	
  PYP	
  was	
  introduced,	
  the	
  grade	
  taught	
  in	
  2013	
  and	
  previous	
  grades	
  taught.	
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Both	
  the	
  principal	
  (Appendix	
  A)	
  and	
  teacher	
  (Appendix	
  B)	
  surveys	
  asked	
  specific	
  questions	
  regarding	
  
the	
  following,	
  with	
  alternate	
  prompts	
  for	
  providing	
  additional	
  information	
  depending	
  on	
  whether	
  the	
  
survey	
  completer	
  responded	
  with	
  there	
  being	
  an	
  impact	
  or	
  not:	
  
• The	
  level	
  of	
  impact	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  has	
  had	
  on	
  students’	
  academic	
  achievement	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  contributes	
  to	
  student	
  development	
  of	
  Learner	
  Profile	
  
attributes	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  impacts	
  on	
  students'	
  motivation	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  impacts	
  on	
  students'	
  school	
  connectedness	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  implementation	
  impacts	
  on	
  teacher's	
  approach	
  to	
  teaching	
  
(including	
  practices)	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  implementation	
  has	
  led	
  to	
  changes	
  in	
  teachers'	
  collaboration	
  
within	
  the	
  school	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  implementation	
  has	
  impacted	
  on	
  the	
  way	
  teachers	
  work	
  in	
  
the	
  school	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  implementation	
  has	
  affected	
  teacher	
  engagement	
  in	
  the	
  
school	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  has	
  contributed	
  to	
  a	
  positive	
  school	
  culture	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  has	
  contributed	
  to	
  positive	
  changes	
  in	
  school	
  climate	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  has	
  led	
  to	
  changes	
  in	
  the	
  way	
  staff	
  connect	
  with	
  the	
  school	
  
community	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  implementation	
  has	
  led	
  to	
  changes	
  in	
  leadership	
  within	
  the	
  
school	
  (if	
  at	
  the	
  school	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  introduction	
  of	
  PYP)	
  
• The	
  ways	
  the	
  school	
  is	
  adapting	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  AusVELS	
  
• The	
  role	
  of	
  the	
  School	
  Council	
  and/or	
  parents	
  in	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  in	
  the	
  school	
  
• The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  the	
  anticipated	
  benefits	
  of	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  are	
  being	
  achieved	
  (if	
  at	
  the	
  
school	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  introduction	
  of	
  PYP)	
  
• The	
  problems/challenges	
  facing	
  the	
  school	
  as	
  an	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  school.	
  
The	
  teacher	
  survey	
  also	
  asked	
  questions	
  regarding	
  
• Whether	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  has	
  impacted	
  on	
  students	
  in	
  other	
  ways	
  
• The	
  aspects	
  of	
  teaching	
  the	
  IB-­‐PYP	
  that	
  the	
  teacher	
  enjoyed.	
  
The	
  student	
  survey	
  (see	
  Appendix	
  C)	
  comprised	
  25	
  Likert	
  scale	
  items	
  (scored	
  strongly	
  agree	
  –	
  
strongly	
  disagree),	
  with	
  one	
  open	
  question	
  that	
  asked	
  “What	
  do	
  you	
  like	
  most	
  about	
  what	
  you	
  learn	
  
in	
  your	
  grade?“.	
  	
  The	
  Likert	
  items	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  PYP	
  approaches	
  to	
  inquiry	
  learning,	
  their	
  teachers’	
  
pedagogical	
  practices	
  and	
  the	
  Learner	
  Attributes	
  together	
  with	
  their	
  perceptions	
  of	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  
PYP	
  on	
  their	
  learning	
  experiences	
  and	
  the	
  school	
  environment.	
  Consistent	
  with	
  the	
  DEECD	
  student	
  
attitudes	
  to	
  school	
  survey,	
  this	
  survey	
  was	
  only	
  provided	
  to	
  Grade	
  5	
  and	
  6	
  students	
  as	
  these	
  have	
  
been	
  found	
  by	
  DEECD	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  most	
  reliable	
  respondents.	
  The	
  validity	
  of	
  the	
  surveys	
  was	
  
determined	
  using	
  face	
  and	
  content	
  validity.	
  Experienced	
  PYP	
  teachers	
  in	
  schools	
  not	
  involved	
  in	
  this	
  
study	
  reviewed	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  tests.	
  The	
  student	
  survey	
  was	
  also	
  pre-­‐tested	
  with	
  a	
  class	
  of	
  students	
  to	
  
ensure	
  questions	
  were	
  understood	
  as	
  intended.	
  The	
  surveys	
  were	
  also	
  scrutinised	
  by	
  researchers	
  in	
  
the	
  Victorian	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  and	
  Early	
  Childhood	
  Development	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  process	
  for	
  
gaining	
  permission	
  to	
  undertake	
  this	
  research	
  study	
  in	
  Victorian	
  Government	
  schools.	
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A	
  large	
  number	
  of	
  categorical	
  questions	
  were	
  asked	
  on	
  the	
  principal,	
  staff	
  and	
  student	
  surveys.	
  The	
  
main	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  indexes	
  was	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  way	
  of	
  simplifying	
  and	
  summarizing	
  the	
  data	
  for	
  the	
  
reader.	
  The	
  indexes	
  were	
  created	
  by	
  clustering	
  questions	
  that	
  are	
  related	
  by	
  a	
  broad	
  idea	
  such	
  as	
  
‘teacher	
  impact’	
  and	
  ‘learning	
  opportunities’.	
  
The	
  surveys	
  consisted	
  of	
  Likert	
  items.	
  For	
  example	
  the	
  student	
  questions	
  were	
  ‘scored’	
  1	
  to	
  5.	
  
Summing	
  the	
  related	
  questions	
  provide	
  a	
  scale	
  that	
  is	
  a	
  defensible	
  approximation	
  to	
  an	
  interval	
  scale	
  
and	
  can	
  be	
  subjected	
  to	
  statistical	
  analysis.	
  This	
  scale	
  was	
  then	
  converted	
  into	
  percentage	
  for	
  our	
  
index	
  as	
  this	
  format	
  is	
  more	
  easily	
  understood7.	
  An	
  example	
  is	
  shown	
  below.	
  Student	
  A’s	
  responses	
  
to	
  the	
  six	
  questions	
  on	
  ‘learning	
  opportunities’	
  is	
  provided	
  in	
  Table	
  2	
  and	
  the	
  total	
  of	
  her	
  responses	
  is	
  
shown.	
  
Table	
  2:	
  Example	
  of	
  calculation	
  of	
  Index	
  
‘Learning	
  opportunities’	
  survey	
  item	
   Student	
  A’s	
  score	
  
I	
  enjoy	
  what	
  I	
  learn	
  in	
  my	
  PYP	
  school.	
   3	
  
I	
  enjoy	
  coming	
  to	
  school	
  each	
  day.	
   2	
  
The	
  learning	
  technologies	
  I	
  use	
  at	
  my	
  school	
  help	
  me	
  with	
  my	
  learning.	
   4	
  
I	
  like	
  the	
  way	
  my	
  PYP	
  school	
  gives	
  me	
  opportunities	
  to	
  experience	
  different	
  
things.	
  
3	
  
I	
  feel	
  I	
  belong	
  at	
  my	
  PYP	
  school.	
   2	
  
I	
  like	
  the	
  way	
  my	
  PYP	
  school	
  gives	
  me	
  opportunities	
  to	
  share	
  my	
  learning	
  	
   4	
  
TOTAL	
  (out	
  of	
  30)	
   18	
  
	
  
The	
  school	
  is	
  the	
  main	
  focus	
  for	
  analysis	
  and	
  so	
  the	
  average	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  scores	
  was	
  determined.	
  
This	
  was	
  then	
  converted	
  into	
  a	
  percentage.	
  For	
  example,	
  the	
  average	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  scores	
  for	
  school	
  
XX	
  was	
  27.3,	
  which	
  was	
  converted	
  into	
  a	
  percentage	
  27.3/30*100	
  =	
  91.	
  This	
  was	
  our	
  index	
  for	
  the	
  
school.	
  
Cronbach's	
  alpha	
  was	
  calculated	
  from	
  the	
  ANOVAs	
  of	
  the	
  relevant	
  questions	
  and	
  used	
  to	
  determine	
  
the	
  internal	
  consistency	
  of	
  the	
  staff	
  and	
  student	
  indexes.	
  All	
  of	
  the	
  indexes	
  had	
  alpha	
  scores	
  greater	
  
than	
  0.65,	
  which	
  suggests	
  good	
  internal	
  consistency.	
  The	
  sample	
  size	
  of	
  principals	
  (n=6)	
  was	
  too	
  
small	
  to	
  analyse	
  although,	
  as	
  shown	
  in	
  the	
  tables	
  provided	
  (see	
  Sections	
  6	
  and	
  7),	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  
consistent	
  pattern	
  of	
  responses.	
  
Five	
  Victorian	
  PYP	
  schools	
  that	
  agreed	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  survey	
  component	
  of	
  the	
  study	
  
completed	
  the	
  three	
  sets	
  of	
  RMIT	
  surveys.	
  
4.4	
  Case	
  studies	
  
To	
  provide	
  a	
  rich	
  and	
  in	
  depth	
  picture	
  of	
  the	
  implementation	
  and	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  PYP	
  in	
  Victorian	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
7	
  Although	
  the	
  index	
  is	
  a	
  percentage	
  (i.e.	
  out	
  of	
  100)	
  the	
  tables	
  giving	
  the	
  index	
  results	
  do	
  not	
  use	
  the	
  
%	
  sign	
  as	
  it	
  could	
  be	
  confusing	
  with	
  the	
  percentages	
  of	
  schools	
  used	
  in	
  other	
  tables.	
  Instead,	
  the	
  
heading	
  in	
  the	
  tables	
  with	
  index	
  results	
  are	
  shown	
  as	
  Index	
  (/100)	
  
	
   	
   	
   PYP	
  in	
  Victorian	
  Government	
  Primary	
  Schools	
  –	
  Evaluation	
  Report	
  –	
  FINAL	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Page	
  27 
Government	
  schools	
  three	
  school	
  case	
  studies	
  were	
  completed.	
  	
  
At	
  the	
  three	
  case	
  study	
  sites	
  there	
  were	
  Individual	
  and/or	
  group	
  interviews	
  with	
  teachers,	
  senior	
  
administrators	
  and	
  parents,	
  and	
  other	
  appropriate	
  data	
  sources	
  were	
  collected	
  and	
  analysed	
  
including	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  documents	
  such	
  as	
  school	
  policies,	
  school	
  websites,	
  circulars	
  to	
  parents,	
  
curriculum	
  planning	
  documents.	
  These	
  case	
  studies	
  provide	
  insights	
  into:	
  
• The	
  school(s),	
  its	
  history,	
  organisational	
  and	
  governance	
  structure,	
  staff	
  and	
  student	
  profile,	
  
and	
  other	
  relevant	
  contextual	
  details.	
  	
  
• Changes	
  in	
  teaching/pedagogical	
  practices	
  at	
  the	
  school(s),	
  based	
  on	
  classroom	
  observations,	
  
curriculum	
  planning	
  documents	
  and	
  interviews/focus	
  groups	
  involving	
  school	
  leadership	
  and	
  
teachers.	
  	
  
• Changes	
  to	
  school	
  climate	
  and	
  school	
  culture	
  as	
  perceived	
  by	
  key	
  groups	
  including	
  teachers,	
  
school	
  leadership	
  team	
  and	
  parents.	
  	
  
As	
  discussed	
  in	
  Section	
  10,	
  the	
  three	
  schools	
  that	
  were	
  the	
  focus	
  of	
  case	
  studies	
  included	
  a	
  small	
  
school	
  (School	
  B),	
  a	
  medium	
  sized	
  school	
  (School	
  A)	
  and	
  a	
  large	
  school	
  (School	
  E).	
  The	
  schools	
  had	
  
been	
  authorised	
  as	
  PYP	
  schools	
  at	
  three	
  different	
  times	
  and	
  were	
  situated	
  in	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  local	
  
communities	
  with	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  non-­‐English	
  speaking	
  backgrounds	
  (see	
  Table	
  3).	
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5.	
  Research	
  participants	
  
This	
  section	
  provides	
  details	
  of	
  the	
  location	
  of	
  the	
  13	
  PYP	
  Victorian	
  Government	
  schools	
  together	
  
with	
  the	
  schools	
  population,	
  when	
  authorised	
  as	
  a	
  PYP	
  school,	
  language	
  background	
  other	
  than	
  
English,	
  attendance	
  rates	
  and	
  Index	
  of	
  Community	
  Socio-­‐Educational	
  Advantage	
  (ICSEA)	
  data.	
  It	
  also	
  
provides	
  details	
  of	
  response	
  rates	
  to	
  the	
  three	
  surveys	
  (principal,	
  teacher,	
  student)	
  and	
  some	
  
additional	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  survey	
  respondents.	
  
5.1	
  Background	
  information	
  on	
  the	
  schools	
  
All	
  13	
  Victorian	
  Government	
  primary	
  schools	
  that	
  are	
  authorised	
  to	
  offer	
  the	
  PYP	
  were	
  invited	
  to	
  
participate	
  in	
  the	
  research	
  study.	
  As	
  illustrated	
  in	
  Figure	
  2,	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  schools	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  southern	
  
and	
  south-­‐eastern	
  suburbs	
  of	
  Melbourne.	
  	
  
	
  
Figure	
  2.	
  Location	
  of	
  the	
  13	
  Victorian	
  Government	
  Primary	
  Schools	
  offering	
  the	
  PYP	
  (blue	
  stars)	
  
	
  
In	
  addition,	
  
• Most	
  of	
  the	
  schools	
  have	
  enrolments	
  between	
  500	
  and	
  800	
  students.	
  There	
  are	
  2	
  small	
  
schools	
  (with	
  enrolments	
  between	
  250	
  and	
  300)	
  and	
  2	
  large	
  schools	
  (with	
  enrolments	
  
between	
  850	
  and	
  950)	
  (2012).	
  
• As	
  is	
  the	
  case	
  with	
  most	
  schools	
  in	
  Melbourne,	
  the	
  schools	
  have	
  few	
  indigenous	
  students	
  
(most	
  0%,	
  max	
  3%).	
  	
  
• The	
  schools	
  have	
  high	
  Index	
  of	
  Community	
  Socio-­‐Educational	
  Advantage	
  (lowest	
  is	
  1026,	
  
most	
  1100+)	
  and	
  good	
  attendance	
  rate	
  (93+%).	
  
• Students’	
  language	
  background	
  other	
  than	
  English	
  ranges	
  from	
  2%	
  to	
  76%,	
  with	
  the	
  average	
  
being	
  28%.	
  
Further	
  publically	
  available	
  information	
  about	
  each	
  of	
  Victoria’s	
  13	
  IB	
  PYP	
  schools	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  
Table	
  3.	
  
